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Press-Release

September 29, 2006 
Javier Solana will patron International Session of the 

European Youth Parliament in Kyiv
High Representative for the Common Foreign and Security Policy and the Secretary-General of both the Council of the European Union Javier Solana has agreed to become a patron of the 53rd International Session of the European Youth Parliament, which will be held in Kyiv on the 13-22 October 2006. 

«I believe this event is an extremely important forum for a dialog that can promote the understanding and friendship among youth in Europe,” – noted Javier Solana in his letter to headquarters of European Youth Parliament in Berlin, Germany. 

Javier Solana is one of the most influential diplomats in the world. He was a physicist who became a political minister for 13 years under Felipe González before serving as Secretary General of NATO from 1995 to 1999. In 2004 Javier Solana's posts as High Representative for the Common Foreign and Security Policy and the Secretary-General of the Council of the European Union were extended.
«It is extremely important that the session has received such patron – we are speaking about a person that could become the first Foreign Affairs Minister of the EU. His video address to the delegates will be one of the most memorable moments of the session. It will be remembered by the delegates and support the organizers,”- noted Oleksandra Andrusyk, President of EYP – Ukraine.

International Youth Organization “European Youth Parliament – Ukraine has contacted the Secretariat of Ukraine’s President Victor Yushchenko regarding the support of the session several times, however, there was no reply yet.
53rd session of European Youth Parliament for the first time in EYP history will be held in the country which is neither a member of the EU, nor a candidate for membership.  European Youth Parliament regularly conducts three international sessions per year each gathering over 250 young people 16-22 years old from all over of Europe, who come together not only to support the delegations – ambassadors of the countries – but also to discuss and to learn from each others’ experiences and practices. 

The International Session in Kyiv will focus on Human Rights violations in the past and present of Europe. Totalitarianism, wars and violations of human rights are no unknown concepts on the European continent. Regularly, Europe has been the victim of such crimes. The new generation of Europeans tends to lower their interest for these issues, since they rarely experienced them themselves.

From its inception in 1987, international sessions of EYP have always enjoyed generous support of the national and international top officials, members of the Royal Families, Members of Parliament, and City Mayors. Previous sessions were attended by Adolf Ogi President of Switzerland, Her Royal Highness Princess Victoria of Sweden and many other distinguished individuals. Sessions are often conducted under the auspices of the Heads of State of the hosting country. For example, last session in Paris was organized under the aegis of Jacques Chirac, President of France, while the 52nd session in Riga is supported by Vaira Vike-Freiberga, President of Latvia.

The session is supported by the following organizations and companies: Council of Europe, German Foundation of Remembrance and Future, The European Commission's Delegation to Ukraine, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Germany, Heinz-Schwarzkopf Foundation, International Charitable Foundation (ICF) "International HIV/AIDS Alliance in Ukraine," Embassy of the United States of America in Ukraine, 
Ministry of Family, Youth and Sports of Ukraine, Embassy of the Kingdom of the Netherlands in Ukraine, 
Embassy of the United Kingdom in Ukraine, Konica Minolta Ukraine, and CFC Consulting.

53rd session of European Youth Parliament will be held in Kyiv on the 13-22 October 2006. For more information, please visit: www.eyp-ua.org and www.kis2006.in.ua.
Contact person: Oksana Andrusyak, 

oksana.andrusyak@eyp-ua.org, tel. 8(067) 7187804

